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the aid of M. de Tournehem, director of con-
structions to the king, then of her brother the
Marquis de Marigny who inherited the position,
she gave a kindly and generous reception to the
flower of masters of the period: Boucher, Natoire,
Quentin de La Tour, Pigalle and Van Loo.

Not only did she raise enchanted palaces, and
furnish them elaborately, and order paintings,
sculptures, tapestry and ornaments; she loved
equally to receive in these delightful surroundings
the chief men of letters of the time: Voltaire, Cre-
billon, Bernis, Le Blanc, Piron, Marmontel.

Plays, history, novels, poetry and science, all
interested Mine de Pompadour; her library was
widely eclectic, and it was from there she drew
the varied knowledge which enabled her to take
her part in every kind of conversation. Unlike
the Nesle sisters the Marquise never wearied the
king with Court gossip and tales; she begged no
favours for a privileged caste, and was content
to direct the benefits and honours at her command
on her father and brother; she used her influence
with skill, discretion and fine diplomacy.

For Louis XV's amusement she increased the
numbers of theatres and festivities. Even in the spring
of 1746 the king went to the ball at the Opera in
Paris in company with Mmes de Pompadour,
de Rouvre and d'Estrades, and MM. de Duras
and de Soubise. He got into the hall unobserved,
and the public did not suspect his presence; but
on his return he often had amusing adventures;
one evening when a carriage overturned, more than